CONVERSATIONS WITH STONE
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They whisper, they hum, they sing and they also echo. They also do many more things with both one’s imaginations as well as in the real world.
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To any architect and creative designer STONE is a magical material. It is an element. Stone is a world of its own.

Whenever I touch stone it is like the mythical Aladdin’s lamp. It surges with mystical powers. It comes alive and demands to be commanded!.

IN every project or building that FOUNTAINHEAD has played with stone – the stones have come alive and participated in every sensual possible manner to interact and make the spaces an experience.

From RAW cut stones straight from the quarry – (the quarry itself), the manner in which they are hued and cut into slabs to the highly polished mirror like surfaces they are a fascinating material.

ONE STONE MANY FACETS – 

From, the story that- when Jakanacharya sang to the stone pillars and it came alive with water and life, to when Narasimha (as an Avatar of Vishnu) as a LION burst out of the stone column to kill EVIL. To Simha’s Guhe which is supported by a massive stone caryatid, which magically has the great CHARLIE CHAPLIN, emerge. 

To, when we had this massive slab of a reception table at the LEARNING CENTRE suspended from the floor to the Obelisk of ITCinfotech, and Name stones that greet every visitor to the creative spaces in the campus, to the bars and walls that have played many a role, the Architecture has come alive in these spaces.
To the caverns of cut rock in the mountains to the delicate string of pearls of many hues that the agates allow us to dream up – it has been an adventure.

I LOVE STONE –IT IS LIFE

When you ask it- be quiet and just perform – it does so as a supporting role. At the same time when one wants it to roar and make a statement it does so with majestic grace.

Waterfalls are possible because stone permits it to happen. Mountains are there with all their splendor because the mother rocks become a bed.

ALL the GODS of heaven are depicted and find their presence only with stone. Be it Marble, be it agate, be it granite they are all full of wonder.

*Is there a limitation – if so it is only in the imagination of the designer. STONE just looks at you with all its hard rough presence and mocks you to make it smoother than the softest of silk.

Every other element loves to play with stone. Stone in its various manifestations is like a LEELA. You can reel stories with no limit to the imagination, And all in the built format. 

The Rain as water, patters on the stone slabs and makes them sing. The Rivers flow and over time make the rough hard granite into the softest of pebbles evoking emotions in the most sensual manner.

 The Winds sing and the sounds resound with echoes into every conceivable pitch. Stones also smell, they play a vital role in the aromas of a temple or a church or a mosque. 

To the bare feet and the sense of touch – they perform a whole series of communication. The communion is subtly religious; it lifts the spirit to the highest of human aspirations.

To this element, Man with his imagination and skill invokes a Magical spirit and creates that Timeless passion which crosses all boundaries.

To this STONE I dedicate my works through this presentation and hope to inspire the eternal spirit of the youth to achieve the limitless domain.







