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Technology is the key to cement Indian stone industry’s place as a world 
leader; and the Centre for Development of Stones has been taking a lead 
in addressing technical issues through focused discussions and 
deliberations on state of the art applications and manufacturing processes 
for the stone industry. In this context, the 3rd edition of its Global Stone 
Technology Forum (GSTF 2009), an international stone technology 
conference on stones, was organized jointly by Centre for Development of 
Stones (CDOS) and Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI) with support from RIICO during December 17-18, 2009 at 
the SMS Convention Centre, Jaipur.  
 
The 3rd edition of the event set new standards in the quality of 
presentations and discussions and was an overwhelming success, building 
up on the platform built by the earlier two editions held in 2005 and 2007. 
With the panel consisting of highly esteemed experts from across India 
and even abroad, the Forum was a meaningful exchange of technical 
ideas and issues while providing business opportunities to the participants 
as well. Over 30 papers were presented at the Forum. 
 
The Forum focused squarely on technical issues related to the usage and 
production of stones, providing a platform for interaction of the key user 
group of architects & builders with the stone producer group of processors 
and quarry owners. It was heartening to note at the Forum that the 
manufacturing sector responded to the demands of architects and interior 
designers raised during the earlier editions and came with customized and 
innovative products like the 2 mm thick veneer stones and Honey Comb 
Aluminium Composite Panels of Stones. 
 
The state government of Rajasthan displayed its commitment to the 
development of the stone sector with Shri Ashok Gehlot, Hon’ble Chief 
Minister, Rajasthan and Shri Rajendra Pareek, Hon’ble Minister for 
Industries, Govt. of Rajasthan inaugurating the event enthusiastically. 
Leading luminaries of the trade & industry and the architectural fraternity 
including Shri Sunil Arora, Principal Secretary Industries and Chairman, 
RIICO & CDOS, Shri Rajendra Bhanawat, MD, RIICO and many senior 
officers from Rajasthan Government, representatives of various National 
and International agencies were present at the inauguration ceremony. In 
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his inauguration speech the Chief Minister positively favored the concept of 
international conferences which he thought were critical for adopting best 
global practices for quarrying, processing and use of stones for various 
applications. He emphasized on the need for wastage reduction during 
mining and processing, continuous upgradation of technology and building 
brand equity of Indian stones in global market. Shri Rajendra Pareek, 
Minister for Industries, Government of Rajasthan in his address during the 
inauguration session highlighted the mineral wealth of Rajasthan in 
particular of the dimensional stones emphasizing on the need to focus on 
modernizing mining to make it more competitive. Shri Pareek elaborated 
the single window system, which the state government of Rajasthan is 
planning to bring as the industrial atmosphere has changed tremendously 
within the last year. “We are planning to design a system in which 
industrialists can have all the clearances and formalities in 21 days. Apart 
from that all the related forms will be simplified,” he said. 
 
The inauguration session was followed by 
five technical sessions spread over two 
days attended by over 200 delegates. The 
technical sessions saw eminent 
personalities from the field of architecture, 
landscaping, interior designing and 
research deliberating on issues pertaining 
to usage of stones as architectural element. 
Preservation, restoration and global best 
practices of using stones in modern 
buildings as well as in landscaping were 
the major deliberation points. Majority of 
the architects showed their fascination for 
using stones in various projects and 
highlighted the tremendous potential, 
provided they get material as per required 
specification, quality and quantity. The 
highlight of the Forum included 
presentations from Gaurav Shorey on 
Green Rating System for the buildings, Anu 
Mridul on his project ‘Birkha Bawari’, an 
excellent example of water harvesting as well as architecture, Shiva 
Prasad Balivada on use of nanotechnology in stones, Kamal Malik on use 

LIST OF EMINENT TECHNICAL 
PANELISTS AT GSTF 09 

 
Ar. Agya Purohit, Jodhpur 
Ar. Anu Mridul, Jodhpur 
Ar. Bobby Mukherji, Mumbai 
Ar. Chirag Jain, Mumbai 
Ar. Christopher Charles Benninger, Pune 
Ar. Gurmeet Rai, New Delhi 
Ar. Hemendra Bohra, Jodhpur 
Ar. Kamal S Malik, Mumbai 
Ar. M. K. Jaisim, Bangalore 
Ar. Oscar Concessao, Chennai 
Ar. Ponni Concessao, Chennai 
Ar. Pushkar Kanvinde, Pune 
Ar. Ravi Gupta, Jaipur 
Ar. Ravi Punde, Gurgaon 
Ar. Ravindra Bhan,  New Delhi 
Ar. Sanjay Patil, Nasik 
Ar. Sathya Prakash Varanashi, Bangalore 
Ar.Vani Bhan,  New Delhi 
Dr. Anurag Mishra, Jaipur 
Dr. Elena Sergeev, Evern, Germany 
Dr. S. S. Rathore, Udaipur 
Mr. Chidambaram Raghavan, Hyderabad 
Mr. Devaraj, Bangalore 
Mr. Ganesh Kumar Murugan, Chennai 
Mr. Gaurav Shorey, New Delhi 
Mr. Helmut Ehnes, Langenhage, Germany 
Mr. Jim Mann, Littlehampton, Australia 
Mr. Kishore Govani, Bangalore 
Mr. Madhav Singh Chauhan, Jaipur 
Mr. Manish Poddar, New Delhi 
Mr. Shiva Prasad Balivada, Bangalore 
Mr.Arvind Devaraj, Bangalore 
Mr.Ramprasad Akkisetti, Pune 
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of stones as a material in post modern architectural projects, Gurmeet Rai 
on conservation approach for Mughal buildings in Red Fort, Bobby 
Mukherji on stone applications in BMA projects (including Le Meridian, 
New Delhi), K. Jaisim on use of stones in natural form and many more. 
There were outstanding presentations on state of the art technology issues 
related to use of information technology, waterjet cutting technology for 
stone medallions, innovative machinery for drilling operations, stone waste 
utilization, sealing technology, new frontiers for stone applications amongst 
others. 
 
The Valedictory Session was chaired by Shri Rajendra Pareek, Hon’ble 
Industries Minister of Rajasthan, with the highlight being the 
announcement and presentation of the first All India Stone Architectural 
Awards (AISAA) 2009. It may be noted that Centre for Development of 
Stones had instituted the AISAA with an aim to showcase the best stone 
projects from India in terms of 'Creativity and Excellence' in use of natural 
stones and was launched by CDOS for three categories naming Exterior 
facing, Interior designing and Landscaping. All the entries of the awards 
were displayed at the GSTF venue in an impressive gallery of 
photographs. Ravindra Bhan, Chairman of Jury for AISAA 09 presented 
the Jury report and announced the winners in various categories. The 
awards were given to A. Mridul in the exteriors category for his project of 
rainwater harvesting- Birkha Bawari at Jodhpur and to Gaurav Bhatnagar 
of Jaipur for Anokhi Shop project in the interiors category. Jayant Dharap 
of Pune was given a special commendation in the landscaping category. 
The awards including Cash prize, Trophy and a Citation were presented by 
Industries Minister, Rajendra Pareek.  
 
It may be mentioned here that the forum was organised with grant from 
Ministry of Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME), Government of India 
and with sponsorship support from RIICO, RK Marble Group, Rajasthan 
Housing Board, Airport Authority of India (AAI) and Mahindra World City.  
  
A measure of the importance of an event is the spectrum of organisations 
linked to it, and the GSTF owes its success in part to the many leading 
organisations both from India and abroad who supported this initiative of 
CDOS and FICCI, organisations including Government of India through its 
Ministry of Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME), Govt. of Rajasthan, 
Internazionale Marmi E Macchine Carrara, Italy, United Nations Industrial 
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Development Organisation (ICMAT-UNIDO), Council of Architecture 
(COA), Indian Institute of Architects (IIA) - Rajasthan chapter, Federation 
of Indian Mineral Industries (FIMI), All India Granites and Stone 
Association (AIGSA), Confederation of Construction Products and 
Services (CCPS), Federation of Mining Association of Rajasthan (FMAR).  
 
It is a matter of immense satisfaction for CDOS, RIICO and FICCI that the 
Global Stone Technology Forum (GSTF) is now a keenly participated 
event and is achieving its objective of providing an interaction point for all 
major stakeholders in an atmosphere focused on technological issues.  
 

Photographs 
 

 

Hon’ble Chief Minister Inaugurating the GSTF 2009 

Seated on the dais (L-R), Mr. Rajan Kohli of FICCI, Mr. Rajendra Bhanawat (MD RIICO), Mr. Sunil 
Arora (Chairman CDOS, Chairman RIICO and PSI, Govt. of Rajasthan); Mr. Rajendra Pareek 

(Hon’ble Industries Minister, Rajasthan) Mr. Jai Singh (Chairman, Rajasthan State Council of FICCI), 
Mr. Ashok Dhoot (Vice Chairman, CDOS) and Mr. R.K.Gupta (CEO, CDOS) 
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Delegates in rapt attention at the GSTF 09 
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Presentations underway by leading architects  from across India  

(L-R), Mr. Kamal Malik at the dais, Mr. Chirag Jain, Mr. Sanjay Patil, Ms. Gurmeet 
Rai, Mr. Hemendra Bohra and Ms. Agya Purohit 
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Presentations underway by leading architects from across India  

(L-R) Mr. Chirstopher Benninger, Mr. Ramprasad, Mr. Ravindra Punde, Mr. 
Bobby Mukherjee, Mr. Sathya Prakash Varanashi and Mr. Pushkar Kanvinde 
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A leading stone testing expert from Australia, Mr. Jim Mann  presenting his 

paper. He is accompanied on the dais by (L-R) Mr. A nurag Misra, Mr. 
Chidambaram Raghavan, Mr. Madhav Singh Chauhan and Mr. Kishore Govani  
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Hon’ble Industries Minister addressing the Valedictory Session 
Seated on the dais (L-R), Mr. R.K.Gupta (CEO, CDOS), Mr. Rajendra Bhanawat (MD RIICO), Mr. 
Sunil Arora (Chairman CDOS, Chairman RIICO and PSI, Govt. of Rajasthan); Mr. Rajan Kohli (Dy. 
Secretary General, FICCI), Dr. Govind Sharma (Principal Secretary Mines, Govt. of Rajasthan) and 

Mr. Ashok Dhoot (Vice Chairman, CDOS) 
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GALLERY OF ALL INDIA STONE ARCHITECTURAL AWARDS 

(AISAA 09) AT THE GSTF VENUE 

 


